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A Gentleman in the Country; 
OF ad A 

A Member of Parliament, with a 


Speech ineloſtd, to be delivered 
in the Houſe before the Proroga- 
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Havz ſent You the Incloſed Speeck, to be delivered by 
You, or ſome ſuch Man of Honour and Courage, as I know 
Ax YOU are, if any ſuch be in the Houſe. It contains Nothing 
but Truth, and what we all know to be the general Senſe 
che Nation, who will not eaſily be bubled out of their Rights 
and Priviledges, by a corrupt Miniſtry and Corrupt Patlia« 
ment. There is one Thing further to be ſuggeſted to the 
Houſe, a+ being tl: $cn{ of rhe Nation toe and that ia 
For "IO concerning Elections of Members of Parliament. We have 
indeed very good Laws againſt Bribery, and unfair Returns of Members elected: 

But Laws fignifie Nothing, if they are eluded and not put in Execution. The whole 

Nation is very ſenſible how the laſt Elections were Carried, and what vaſt Sums of 

ot the publick Money were expended in the Elections contrar to Law, and what a 

fine Parliament ſuch Repreſentatives have made. I believe the Electors will not be 

ſo eaſily catch'd with ſuch trifling Baits hereafter ; But for the publick Good, and 
preventing ſuch vile Practices in Time coming, I wiſh the former Laws concernin 

Elections may be ratified and confirmed by a new Act, with the Addition of Inta- 

my to ſuch as ſhall be found guilty of ſuch Practices. And in the laſt” Place, the 

Nation expects, That both Houſes will preſent an humble Addreſs ro His Maje- 
| ky, That he would be pleaſed to diſſolve this Parliament immediately, and call a 

new one, a full and tree Parliament to meet with all convenient Speed. I am, 
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Philobritanass. 
Mr. Speaker, 


Havz a Motion to make of great Importance, and in Order to ſatisſie the 1 
1 Houſe of the Reaſonableneſs of what I have to ſay, I beg Leave to ſpeak I 
fully and &cely to the Point, and to be heard with Patience and Attention. 

n all ſeem to be zealous for the Conſtitution, for the Legiſlative, for 
the Rights and bang wy of Parliament; and what Engliſhman that has Soul or 

' Senſe in him, will not be zealous for our Excellent well - tempered Conſtitution? __— 

the Firmnels and Strength of which, conſiſts in Unanimity and Steadineſs of Coun- | — 95 
cils, in Fan publick Intereſts with Truth and Righreouneſs, without. any | 
private Views and partial Conſiderations, When theſs rake Place, and Men band, 
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themſelves into Factions apd Parties for ſupporting themſelves, and proſecuting their 
own little vile Ends, without any farther View than to make the Publick ſubſervient 
to their pticular Intereſts, the Ruin of the Conſtituti& 78 ae And 
then thote Parties themſelves cannot mils of being involved in the general Calami- 
ty. When the Houſe is pulb'd down, every Beam and Stone of it muſt go to the 
Ground. We have many ſad Initances of the Trutlrot this in all Agegand* Nations, 
and one vegy late in our own, the dire Effects of the grand Rebellion, the Hiſtory of 
which enough known ; from which I ſhall only put the Houle in Mind of a 
teu Things, which ſtand as Beacons to all Ages, to warn us, That we run n upon 
the {ame Shelves and Rocks, which then broke the Ship, and ruined the Govern- 
ment. b 3 8 
We aff know what the Conſtitution was before the Grand Rebellion, That it 
was an Hereditary Monarchy, the ſupreme, Imperial Power being lodged in the 
King, who was bound-by his ſolemn Oath to GOP, to govern according to the 
landing Laws of the Land, which Laws were made by the King with the Advice 
& Content of the Lords Spiritual & Temporal; & Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
*without whole Advice & Cbnſent no Law could be made nor abrogated, nor any 
Taxes impoſcch This CorRtirySon had continued with very little Variations, from 
the Days ot King Henry rhe_6th.. who made that famous Ordinance: Oar Lord 
the King hart; ordained, That Knights of Shires be choſen by People dwelling in 


the Counties, every one ot them having Lands or. Tenements, to the Value of for- 


ty Shillings per Annum at leaſt, and that he who is choſen be dwelling within the 
County where he is elected. King Henry the 8th. indeed made three Laws, and 
that with Conſent of Parliament too. fl. That the King's Proclat ons ſhould be 
Equivalent to Laws. 2dly. That eee was illegittimate. 34h. That 
the King in his Will might name whom he picaſed to be bis Succgſſor. Bit our 
Kings who ſucceeded him, as tyrannical as ſome would make them, never arroga- 
ted to themſelves ſuch Extravagant Powers; and theſe Statutes not withſtanding 
the Succeſiion in the right Line was not interrupted, and our Conſtitucion and Go- 
verijment continued firm and regular, till the Reign of Kg Charles 157, of bleſſed 
Mcmory, whoſe Counſellors being veing very untaithtul to him, made his Govern- 
ment very unſteady; Parliaments were frequently called, and as often difiolved 
without fimſhing any Buſineſs, and for a long T 
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y poſſible in Nature for ſo great a Body of Men to continue long in Council, toge- 
ther, without bandyiag themſelves into Factions and Parties, tò the Pre dice of 
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Members, and leari the Skill of — ing? them, and they of being guided, and the 
Hopes 01 Places and Feniions, or ready Money goes a geat Way to corrupt, thoſe 
who have bought their Promotion to that | high Truſt, 'T his Parliament for the 
firſt two or three Years went on ſmoothly, and healed the Breaches that had been 
made. in our Conſtitution by the long Parliament, and the King being well pleaſed 
with his loyal Commons, continved them for near 18 Years., But the Far} of 
Shaſtsbury and other diſcontented Gourtiers; ſoon found Ways ard, Means to form 
Parties amongſt them, and ſo vexed the King and Government with ſham Plots 
and Conſpiracies, that they had well nigh broke the Right-line, ſecluded the Heir ap- 
parent of the Crown, overturn'd the Government, and again involved the Nation 
in Contuſion and a Civil War, all which was happily prevented by that Seatonable 
Diſſolution, and by the King's great Wiſdom and Prudence all the reſt of his Reign 
But we could never again recover that Ineſtimable Privilege and Security of our 
Liberties, The Act for Triennial Parliaments till after the happy Revolution. K. 
William the 3 d. of glorious Memory continued his firſt Parliament {or Six Year: to- 

gether, which wiſe Parliament, to obviate the Miſchiefs on both Hands, that might 
ariſe cither from too long Continuance, or too long Intermiſſions ot Parliaments, 
both which, both Xing and Country had tound by ſad Experience, to be Intolerable, 
brought in the Bill tor Triennial Parliaments, and his Majeſly was at laſt prevail'd 
with to pafs that moſt excellent Act, entituled, An A for the frequent Meeting and 
Calling of Parliaments, whereby it is enected, That rom thencetorth a Parliament 
ſhall be holden onct in three Years at leaſt, from and after the Diflolution of that 
preſent Parliament, which ſhall ceaſe and determine on the firſt. Day of November 
1696, unleſs ſooner diſſolved by their Majeſties, and that from thencetorth no Par- 
liament ſball have any longer Continuance than for three Years, to be accounted 
from the Day on which, by the Writes ſuch Parliament ſhall be appointed to meet. 
Which Act ought to be conſidered as a fundamental Law, and be 


Inviolable for 
ever. But ----- But ----- STE 
Mr. Speaker, ee xp 8 WEBS, Th, On TY. | 
1 muſt ſtop here, I can hardly find Words to expreſs my Thoughts, and to As 


pologile for what has happened; But allow me to go vii alimle with my Story. 
His preſent Majeſty, than whom a more Wiſe, Juſt, Mercitu!, Pious, Prudent, 
Virteous and Religious Prince never filled the Brito Throne, ſoon after His Accefli- 
on, Summoned us to meet in a Triennial Parliament, and accordingly th Members 
were elected to ſerve in a Triennial Patliament; for none other was confiſtent with 
Law. Well, We pleas'd his Majeſty ſo well, and ſerved: the Deſigus of the Courts 
ſo nicely, that His Majeſty with the Advice of his Miniſterie and Cabiner-Council 
thought fit to have this Triennial Act ſuſpended, and his Loyal Commons and 
Parliament continued for four Years longer after expiring of the thtee Years appoin- 
ted by the Act. But it was thought fit this ſhould be done in a Parliamentary, In 
order to. which 1 Bill was brought in and paſt in the Houſe, (by whoſe Thfluence 
and Manadgement I cannot tell, but ſure, I had no Hand in ic ) for continuing chis 
Parliament tor four Years longer, This Bill met with no* Obſtraction in the Houſe of 
Lords, and the Royal Aſſent was eafily obtained, Thus of a Triennial Parliament 


we turn'd our Selves into a Septennial Parliament, and might if hi Majeſty had 
thought fit turn'd our Selves into a Centennial Parliament, or as the Old Rump did 
made our Selves an Eternal Parliament. Aer e eee Dart 


Mr. Speaker, 


. Ix! is very well that his Majeſty has granted us a moſt gfacious Indemnity and 
free Pardon, I ſay to us Members of Parliament, for I think few 'othets are con- 
cerned in it; Otherwife I believe we might be made lyable to all the Pains and 
Forteitures; to which thoſe who endeavour the Subverſion of the Goverment tid 
Fundamental Laws are lyable to; For this is a plain Subverſion of a Fimdamental 
Law, and Inctoachment on the Conſtitution. The Parliament under K. Hrnry the 
8th. by the Act above mentioned, broke the Conſtitution, and ſurrendeted their 
whole Rights and Priviledges as a Parliament, and thereby declared the Ning às 
abſolute as the Grand Signior, and ſo were Felo de ſe, and we by our wile Act; have 
done little leſs, we have 10 Haken the Foundation, that tom hencrfortir Parliaments 
hall be very precartous,” and hercaſter it will be a Jeſt to talk of 'F dadamehrzs 
and che Conſtitution, If'it is thus in the Power of the Repreſcnrarives bf tke People, | 

lo ſax to exceed the Truſt repoſed in them, as, effectualſy to give up the Rights | 
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and Liberties of the People, and thoſe very * Me by which they are ſeenred of ha? 
ving any Parliaments at all. Tt any Parliament ſhould think {fit to give up Magna 
Charta, and renunce the Rights and Friviledges of the Subject therein contain'd, 1 
* * — would call ſuch Patriots to an account for it. 
Y- Henker, | | | | 

In my humble Opinion, This A& for continuing this Parliament for four Years 

after the expiring of the three Years appointed by the Triennial AR, Is in it Self 


Null and Void, for that Moment the three Years expirixd, the Parliament was no 


Parliament, and every Act made thereafter was null and void, as null and void as 


thoſe made by the Rebellious Parliament after they had broke the Conſtitution and 
uſurped the Regal Power. This is the beſt I can make ofit; but if wiler Heads can 


find this Act valid, I'll venture to ſay, It is the moſt pernicious Act was ever made 
in England, except that in Favours of the South-Sea Company, which this impow- 


red us to make The King's Moſt Gracious Pardon may indeed protect us from the 
er and Vengeance of the Laws, But what can protect our Heads, our Guilty- 

cads from the juſt Reſentments of our Conſtituents and Country- men, who find 
themſelves not only betrayed and ruined in their Libertys and*Priviledges of a frec 
Parliament, by our Treachety, but alſo Rob'd Plundered and Impoyeriſhed'by our 
Manadgement, and by the abominable Avarice and traud of thoſe, whom we, for 


ſome imall Profite to our Selves, I'm aſham'd to ſpeak of Bribery, entruſted with 


more Credit than all the Money in Europe could have anſwered. The Loſs of 


Trade, The Ruin of publick Credit, and all the Miſchievous Effects of the Frauds 


ahd Villanies of the Sorrth-Sea Directors are moſt juſtly imputable to us, who autho- 


rized aud empowered them to act ſo Viilanious a Part, and ſo Impoveriſh and deſtroy. 


the Country and make us a Prey to Forreigners, that for 190 Years to come, our 


Lofs is Irretriveable. | 

Tux leaf Attonement we can make, and we may be very Teankful if it be ac- 
cepted, Is, That we paſs a Self denying Ordinance, and declare our Selves, at leaſt 
as many as haye taken any Bribes, Places or Penſions for betraying our Truſts, and 
have directly concurred in making the torelaid Act of Continuation, Incapable ot be- 


ing elected Members of Parliament, for my own part,tho' I am Conſcious to my Self 


of having been acceſſorie to none of thoſe Things, the Nation has fo juſt Reaſon 
to complain OF, yet, Lam ſo much aſbamed of what is paſt in this Parliament in 
Spite of me, I do declare I ſhall never in all my Life fit in Parliament, nor again 
accept of that high Truft, Which I have fcen ſo horridly betrayed by my Feilow 
Mcmbeng, It this Propoſal be rejected in the Houſe, as I doubt not it will, and if 


any of us ſhall take the Confidence, or have the Impudence to fer up for being elect. 


ed Members ot the enſuing Parliament, the Ele&ors will undoubtedly be fo wiſe ag 

to conſider how we have acted in this Parliament, RejeR us with Scorn, and chuſe 

Men of Probiry.and Honour, who will have more regard to the Petitions and Ad 

aͤreſſes from all the Counties and Corporations of Exg/arnd, than to anſwer them on- 

ly with an Act of Indemnity to thoſe who are guilty of Corruption and Bribery, and 
other Crimes complained of. þ 2 | pe way 
Mr. Speakrr. 3 3 0 

I doubt not but by this Time the Houſe is ſenſible, That we have already gone 


1 


too far, and laid a moſt abominabie precedent to Future Parliaments, If ever an 


«4 Io 1 0 „ kw fo wth, 


Alter us mam be fe lib ichen, 25 to follow our Foot-ſteps, either T FP 
Anarcic lt ve or Fe, from Bock which god LORD deners; Fr pete 


E 


of which, I move; © 3 | Ws 
HAT à Bill be brought in for Ratifying and Confirm 


ing for ever the AR 6to 


 Gullielmi et Maria entituled, An Act for the frequent Meeting am Call 12 
Jiaments, and for declaring the ſame to be a Part of our Petition ot Right 2 0 * 


damental Law of our Conſtitution for ever, And that it ſhall be hi 
any Perſon or Perſons, Members of Perliam 


. 


Treaſon for 
or others whatſoever to propoſe in 


Parliament or in his Majeſty's: Privy-council, That this Parliament hall continue 


any longer, or that any other Parliament in Time coming ſhall continue longer than 


three Years as the ſaid Act directs, or that ſhall endeavour or give Council to his 


5 Majeity to endeavour to have the ſaid AR luſpended ot abrogate for ever, and for 


declaring, that what has been done by this preſent Parliament in ſuſpendi © Wy 
Act 87 continuing firting alter the three Years therein appointed tor rhe Raabe, | 


every Parliament, ſuall not be made a Precedent nor drawn in Conſequence to the 
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